
2020 Scholarship Recipients 
Hometown Credit Union supports community youth by offering four $500.00 
scholarships to high school seniors who are within the credit union’s field of mem-
bership. Applicants are selected on the basis of their outstanding academic achieve-
ments and personal excellence. Congratulations to our 2020 scholarship recipients 
Maren Berntson, Kristie Carpenter, Winter Malone, and Caitlin Molter!

Maren is a Kulm High School graduate who has distinguished herself in aca-
demics, music, and sports. One notable achievement for Maren is placing 2nd in 
the high jump competition at the 2019 ND State Track Meet. She plans to attend 
NDSU, majoring in Precision Agriculture. She is the daughter of Lowell and Car-
ol Berntson.

Kristie graduated from Hazelton-Moffit-Braddock. Besides participating in school 
activities, she was selected to attend ND Girl’s State. Kristie has been involved in 
the Emmons County 4-H for eleven years. She is the daughter of Dave and Vicki 
Carpenter and plans to major in Political Science at the University of Jamestown.

Winter graduated from Kulm High School and is the daughter of Kevin Malone 
and Fawn Greydanus. She has participated with music, sports, and academics in 
her school, and has been involved in several mission trips. Winter plans to major 
in Education at Mayville State University.

Caitlin Molter is an Ashley High School graduate. The achievement she is most 
proud of is bring elected the FFA President for her senior year. She volunteers for 
many local community projects, works part time, and was still able to maintain a 
4.0+ honor roll student though her high school years. Caitlin plans to attend the 
University of Mary, majoring in Elementary Education. Her parents are Lisa and 
Clarence Gilstead, and Terry Molter.
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O U R  C O M M I T M E N T  T O  O U R  H O M E T O W N  C O M M U N I T I E S  M E A N S  S E R V I C E  Y O U  C A N  T R U S T, 
W H E N  A N D  W H E R E  Y O U  N E E D  I T  M O S T — W E ’ L L  G O  T H E  E X T R A  M I L E  F O R  Y O U .

My housekeeping style is best de-
scribed as “There seems to have been 
a struggle”. 

Every day we lose five thousand brain 
cells, or is it five million? I used to 
know.

Maren Berntson Kristie Carpenter

W i n t e r 
Malone

Caitlin Molter

Attention Members: Change in Terms 
Effective July 1, 2020 our Funds Availability policy will be changed to 
the following:

We are increasing the amount available for withdrawal by checks not sub-
ject to next day availability from $200 to $225. In addition, the amount 
available for withdrawal on exception holds for large deposits, new ac-
counts and the amount for determining a repeat overdraft, increases from 
$5,000 to $5,525. 
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FIVE WAYS GOOD CREDIT IS 
YOUR SAFETY NET
A healthy savings account is your best defense against life’s curve balls. But 
sometimes setting aside some money every paycheck isn’t enough — particu-
larly when your just starting out in life. 

A good credit score can be an additional safety net, providing you access to 
low-interest credit options that can help cover any expenses your emergency 
savings can’t. Here are your options:

1. Credit cards—Can be useful for relatively small purchases. Of course, this 
requires that you haven’t maxed out your credit card on espresso and concert 
tickets. Keeping a decent chunk of your credit limit available will not only 
offer you a good life line, but can also boost your credit score. Plus, a good 
credit score can earn you the best rates. 

2. Signature loans— Also called personal loans, can be used for making 
purchases, like car repairs or for doing projects like updating your kitchen. 
Signature loans are good for moderate-size projects. 

3. Car equity loan— Did you know that if you have paid off your car or you 
owe less than it’s worth, you can often take out a loan against your equity. If 
your car is newer than ten years old, these loans usually offer significantly 
lower rates than signature loans or credit cards. Just keep in mind that you no 
longer own the car outright—you will have to pay off the loan if you want to 
sell the car. 

4. Home equity loan— If you own your own home and have available equity 
in it (you owe less than your home is worth) you can take out a home equity 
loan. This is a one-time lump sum loan, usually of a sizable amount. This can 
be used for big projects such as remodels, additions, building a shop, or paying 
off your other higher rate debt.

5. Home equity line of credit— These are much like a home equity loan, 
except instead  of taking out one big lump sum, you can use the line of credit 
like a credit card. You can make purchases, pay the balance down and make 
new purchases. This is great for regular projects or sizable emergencies. 

Your lender may be able to offer you other options, but these are the main 
tools you can use to build a safety net. Even better–by using your available 
credit options, making payments on time, and paying things off, you are con-
tinuing to build your credit score. 

A positive attitude may not solve all your problems but it will annoy enough 
people to make it worth the effort!
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